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SOUTH OF ENGLAND AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
NEW NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL ELECTION 
(to be held on Thursday 23 March 2017) 

 

 

 
JAMES ALLEN BEng (Hons) MIET Joining the Showground Committee 
Profession: IT Manager 
 
James was born in South Holmwood and spent his childhood in Surrey and in Buckinghamshire where he attended the Royal 
Grammar School in High Wycombe.  He learnt the piano and cello from the age of 8 and the trombone from the age of 11 and 
was a pupil of the great Jack Pinches at Eton College.   
 
On leaving school in 1984, James won a sponsorship with GEC at the Hirst Research Centre in Wembley and studied Electronic 
Engineering at Middlesex Polytechnic at Bounds Green.  His subsequent career with GEC involved several projects in optical fibre 
communications and optical sensor design for space satellite imaging.  Moving to Braid Systems in 1995, James worked with many 
of the City’s financial institutions supporting telex and fax messaging systems leaving as IBM finally acquired the company in 
2003.  James has many years’ experience in managing the IT systems of a variety of companies from small British start-up to large 
US multinational and enjoys the breadth of challenge that this variety provides.  
 
He has recently left the employment of Hologic, a leading women’s healthcare company and has spent the last year as Master of 
the Worshipful Company of Curriers – one of the City of London’s 110 Livery Companies.  This period of voluntary service further 
developed skills in areas of charity trusteeship, governance, and organisation management and promotion.  
  
James continues to play the trombone and plays with the London-based Frank the Cat - a 10-piece soul band.  He is married to 
Elise and has two children, Francesca and Louis.  James is Treasurer of the 1

st
 Ardingly Scout Group.  He is a Member of the 

Institution of Engineering and Technology, is a Past Master of the Worshipful Company of Curriers and is also a Freeman of the 
Worshipful Company of Information Technologists. 

 
 
MICHAEL CARR   Cattle Committee 
Profession: Farmer 
 
Michael was born and brought up at Coombe Farm Saltdean, where he lives today.  He is a past student at Plumpton College and 
came home immediately after his course had finished.  At Coombe Farm, he became responsible for the dairy herd which carried 
the pedigree prefix of Springbird, which was renowned throughout the UK.  He went into partnership with his brother David and 
his late father Tom in the late '80's.   
 
Michael is married to Debbie and they have two children and two grandchildren.  Their son Ben is now working on the family 
farm.  During the '80's through to 2002 the family had a milk bottling business of which David was chairman and Michael was one 
of the Directors.  The Springbird herd was exhibited at the South of England show from the early '70's right through to its 
dispersal in 2011, by then the herd was 500 head plus followers milked three times a day.  Michael either bred or had ownership 
of 9 supreme dairy champions at the South of England Show. 
 

Since the dispersal of the dairy herd Michael runs a livery yard with 50 plus horses.  The rest of the farm buildings are used for 
caravan storage and several other independent businesses.  There is also 500 acres of arable and a small beef herd.  
  
Michael has been on the Cattle Committee at the South of England from the mid '80's until the present day.  He has been 
chairman on two occasions of the South Eastern Holstein Breeders Club and also served 4 years as a Trustee of Holstein UK.  He 
also does voluntary work for the Rockinghorse Children's charity, which raises money for the Royal Alexandra Children's Hospital 
and the Trevor Mann Baby Unit.  
 
Away from the family business Michael is an occasional (bad) golfer!  He has a season ticket at Manchester United and enjoys 
watching cricket and rugby.  He also loves travel, walking along the coast and in the countryside.  
 

 

KATE GRANSHAW BVetMed(Hons), CertAVP (EM, ESOrth), MRCVS      Honorary Veterinary Surgeon 
Profession:  Equine Veterinarian and Partner at Lingfield Equine Vets 
 

http://www.frankthecat.com/
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Kate graduated from the Royal Veterinary College with Honours in 2007 and then undertook a 12-month internship at House & 
Jackson in Essex.  She joined the Lingfield Equine Vets team as an assistant in 2008, gaining Partnership in January 2014.  She has 
RCVS Advanced Practitioner Certificates in two veterinary disciplines: Equine Medicine; and Orthopaedics and Surgery, passed in 
2011 and 2012 respectively. 
 
Kate has been an FEI treating vet for several years and became an FEI Official Veterinarian in Eventing in 2014.  She regularly 
attends BE events providing on-site care to equine competitors and is a keen follower of all equestrian disciplines.  She has been 
working at the South of England Showground as a vet on duty for the past 5 years and thoroughly enjoys being part of the team 
behind the scenes at the Spring Show, British Eventing fixtures and the Autumn Show & Game Fair.  She has gained a wealth of 
knowledge and experience working alongside the current senior vet Sue St Pierre and she would be honoured to be part of the 
SEAS Council.  Her particular areas of interest are lameness, poor performance, critical care, complicated medicine cases and 
sports horse medicine.   
 
In her spare time, she can be found walking her much loved Springer Spaniel Oscar, pampering her retired mare Mia or training 
and competing with her Selle Francais mare Gloria.  Kate is very happily married to Simon and they were delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of their beautiful son Elliot in April 2016. 

 

 

JEAN GRIFFIN    Chairman Horticultural Committee 
Profession: Horticulturalist 
 
Jean studied Horticulture at Studley College, Warwickshire and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.  She has spent all her life working 
in both the Amenity and Commercial sections of the horticultural industry.  She is a Fellow of the Institute of Horticulture and has 
been involved with Horticultural Education for most of her career, teaching people from all age groups and varying abilities. 
 
Jean is a garden expert and reporter for the Gardening Programmes on BBC Radio Surrey, Sussex and Kent. This includes outside 
broadcasting at the Chelsea and Hampton Court Flower Shows.  Once a month she takes part in the Radio Sussex and Surrey “Dig 
It” programme.   
 
The main charities she supports are Care for the Wild, Perennial, St Catherine’s Hospice, Chestnut Tree Hospice and St Barnabas 
Hospice for Children and is active on their behalf giving talks and Gardeners Question Time slots at Garden Fairs and Open 
Gardens in order to raise funds. 
 
Jean is a Judge and Trustee for South and South East in Bloom part of the national ‘Britain in Bloom’ campaign.  She is also part of 
the R.H.S. Development Committee for that campaign.  She is a judge for London in Bloom and The London Garden Society. 
 
Jean is an enthusiastic facilitator and likes nothing more than “talking about plants” and sharing gardening knowledge.  In her 
own words, “I am a plant-a-holic” with a plant packed garden and an allotment! 

 

 
GARY LEE    Deputy Chairman, South of England Hound Show 
Profession: Farmer 
 
Gary was born and raised on the family farms at Poynings and Clayton.  He was educated at Hurstpierpoint College and then 
studied agriculture at Plumpton College.  After a stint farming in Australia and New Zealand he joined the family farm partnership 
in 1985.  The family now farm 1,800 acres split between arable and sheep. 
 
Gary has been a passionate hunting man all his life with his local pack The Southdown and Eridge Foxhounds.  Serving on the hunt 
Committee since 1997 to the present day and following in his mother’s footsteps, he joined the Mastership from 1998 to 2005. 
 
He has been on the South of England Hound Show Committee since 2001 and is now Deputy Chairman.  Along with the late 
Antony Sandeman he was actively involved with redeveloping the new kennels at the showground which were kindly sponsored 
by the late Iain Askew.  He is responsible for organising the hunt parades and the hound cavalcades at the South of England Show 
and the Autumn Show & Game Fair. 
 
 
Gary also enjoys shooting and working his dog and takes great pride in supporting and joining his two sons in their chosen 
country sports careers.  One a gamekeeper on a local estate and the other in hunt service in Devon. 

 

 
JENNIFER McELHINNEY  Equestrian Committee 
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Profession: Retired Optician/Farmer 
 
Jennifer was born in Holywood, Northern Ireland, moving permanently to England in 1978.  Her Grandfather bought her first 
pony when she was 4 years old.  Her love of horses started even before that and has never waned.  Starting with the South Down 
Pony club lead in those days by DC Lady Perdita Blackwood, an enthusiastic breeder, she went to many Dublin Horse Shows with 
a successful team thereby cementing her lifelong passion for horses.  
 
Jennifer qualified as an Optician in London, working first within a small family business and later more serious work at Cutler and 
Gross.  Eventually she went on to manage their business and started regular trips to Paris, Rome and Milan, as a buyer of top 
quality stock on their behalf.   
 
She moved to Devon for 10 years, starting a new venture in clothing retail as a buyer abroad, particularly in Hong Kong and 
Singapore, for major high street stores.  During this time, her undying love of Horse Racing developed thanks to Martin Pipe who 
was then at the fore of his illustrious career, being champion trainer and he went on to many wins with her two horses. 
 
Jennifer’s last major move was to France to assist in the full restoration of a 13

th
 Century Chateau in Limousin – taking her own 

horses with her but also developing a breeding programme with Olympic vet Jan Greve from Holland.  A number of successes 
followed with her own home-breed horses, reaching National level in both Dressage and Showing.  During Jennifer’s “France” 
period she applied for and was accepted on, an advanced course in Equine Sciences at Brighton University, gaining a First-Class 
Honours Degree.  Prior to this university course, Jennifer also gained her HND in Equine Studies at Plumpton College.  
 
Over the past 6 years, Jennifer has stewarded at the South of England, Hickstead and RIHS, as well as judging at local riding clubs.  
She also helps at affiliated Dressage at Hickstead.  For over 15 years Jennifer has acted as a committee member of the British 
Horse Society East Sussex including Chair for the past 3 years. 
 
Other interests include cooking, reading and swimming. 

 

 
TIM NOLAN    South of England Horse Trials 
Profession: Equestrian Events Director 
 
Tim was born in East Sussex growing up in Wadhurst and educated at Eastbourne College.  On leaving education he travelled to 
New Zealand and worked for a year on a number of deer farms.  On returning Tim pursued a career in the catering industry for 20 
years working for a number of companies setting up Wine bars/restaurants.  Between 1994-2005 he was managing director of 
Ghillies Restaurants in various locations in London.  
 
In 2005 he left London and moved to Stonegate, East Sussex and worked for an equestrian wholesale company based in 
Copthorne until he took over as a Director of South Eastern Equestrian Services Limited when his father sadly passed away.  He is 
now joint organiser of The South of England International Horse Trials, Eridge Horse Trials and Country Market and South of 
England (1) Horse Trials.  He also runs a small fencing and property maintenance business in the South East. 
 
Tim has actively been involved at the Society with the family running the South of England Horse trials on the Showground for 
over 40 years.  For many of these years he helped out with the trade stand set up prior to the South of England Show and has had 
many different stewarding roles but can now be seen in the main ring on Show days.  Tim was also on the catering committee for 
a short period in 1994. 
 
Tim’s other interests are rugby, having played for twenty years and been club captain for five of a club in London.  He now runs a 
syndicate shoot that he set up with a friend.  During the summer months, he enjoys time with his family as well as slipping off to 
the coast to yacht race on the odd weekend. 


