
          South of England Agricultural Society 
 

Schools Competition 

 
 

A Farmer’s Friend or Foe – Untangling the food web 
 
The theme for the Knowledge Box display in 2010 is ‘Sustainable methods 
of land management and food production’.  2010 is the International Year 
of Biodiversity. 
 
The South of England Agricultural Society invites all schools to enter the 
Schools Competition to encourage children to study wildlife in the school 
grounds or local countryside and find out about food chains and the role of 
biodiversity in sustainable farming. 
 
Survey the wildlife in your school grounds or local countryside and try and 
untangle the food web. 

• Are the creatures you find a friend or foe to farmers and growers? 

• Find out which creatures can help us – for example by eating pests or 
pollinating crops. 

• Which creatures eat the food we grow for ourselves? 

• How can we encourage friendly wildlife to help us? 
 
You could design and make a wildlife refuge from natural or recycled 
materials and identify any creatures that take up residence. Are they friend or 
foe? 
 
The winning schools will be invited to display their wildlife refuge and/or 
poster, report, pictures or a video recording of their project at the South of 
England Show in the Knowledge Box marquee.  The prize will be vouchers to 
buy wildlife friendly or gardening equipment for your school as well as 
complementary tickets to the Show on 10th 11th or 12th June 2010.  

 



Useful websites to help with ideas and identification: 
 
Natural History Museum – Year of Biodiversity http://www.biodiversityislife.net 

Amateur Entomologists' Society www.amentsoc.org/index2.htm  

Bugs - http://www.buglife.org.uk 

BBC Breathing Places http://www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/schools/ 

Water Beetles www.lifesci.utexas.edu/faculty/sjasper/beetles/BBClub.htm 

British Entomological and Natural History Society www.benhs.org.uk 

British centipedes, millipedes and woodlice www.bmig.org.uk  

Spiders, harvestman and pseudoscorpions www.britishspiders.org.uk 

Butterfly Conservation www.butterflyconservation.org 

Bees, Wasps and Ants Recording Society www.bwars.com 

The Coleopterist - a journal for beetle enthusiasts -www.coleopterist.org.uk 

Conchological Society of Great Britain and Ireland www.conchsoc.org  

Flies http://www.dipteristsforum.org.uk/ 

British Dragonfly Society www.dragonflysoc.org.uk 

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds  www.rspb.org.uk 

Field Studies Council – Wildlife identification sheets www.field-studies-

council.org/publications/identificationguides.aspx 

Frogs and Toads www.froglife.org 

Gardening for Wildlife www.wildforms.co.uk – sell products to attract  wildlife 

 

School Competition Entry Form 
 

School: ……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address:……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Contact Name: ………………………………..….. Phone No:………………..... 
 
Email address: ………………………………………………………… 
 
We will present our project in the following way  (Please tick) 
 
Poster….    Booklet ….   DVD ….   Wildlife refuge ….    Other ……… 
(This needs to be completed in time for the South of England Show on 10th 
June 2010). 
 
Please send your completed entry form by 1st May to: 

Karen Pritty, Education Development Officer 
South of England Agricultural Society, Ardingly, 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH17 6TL 
Email: education@seas.org.uk 
Telephone: 01444 892700      Fax:  01444 892888 
 


